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THE HAZARDS OF TRUCK COMPANY
FREELANCING by rRANK . MONTAGNA

You nre dssigned o e truck compuny
and are responding 1o a1 working fire in a
[our-story apariment butlding, The officer
directs you to open the roof. The fire 15 on
the third floor. As you climb the agrial ladder
(0 the mof, you hear on your portable radi a
report that a civilian may be trapped on the
floor ahove the fire. You hit the roof’ and
mike a beeling for the rear fire escape. Addi-
tional companies are arriving o the scene,
and on your portable radio you hiear the chiet
wasign one of them o search the loor above
the fire, If you hustle, you may be able to
hoat them w it and make the rescue.

So what's the problem. you ask? Tsn't a
firefighter’s primary function 1o save life?
Isn't goung for the rescue an atempt o fol-
il that function? Yes, suving life is your
primary function, No, going for that rescue
miay not fullill that funetion.

WORKING AS A TEAM

When a firehghter 15 assigned 1o truck
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work, he is assigned hp(.'l.'iﬁi, tnsks., These
tagks combined constitute the company's
tactics for a specific type of building fire and
are part of a coordineted five allack on
which resi fireground safery and success:

Al thas hire, of you are the mdividual or
part of the team assigned (o forcible entry,
your job 15 10 go to the fire apartment: gain
entry: and, once inside. search for victims
and fire and rémove obstacles 1o the engine
company’s advance.

In the role of the doverfopermtor, your job
is to position and set up vour apparatus to
facilitate needed rescues from the fire area
and above. You will provide 4 means of
ogress for members operating on the roof and
upper floors. You can vent windows with the
perinl ladder. I immedinte rescue is nol
needed, yoiul con perform various tasks af the
fromt of the bnlding while remaming acutely
uwure of your primary responsibilities.

As the firefighter assigned 1o perfiorm hor
izontal ventilation from the exterior, your
job is o ventilale windows ghead of the
advancing attack team, Then, if passible,
yvour will enter the hire apariment from a win-
dow 1o conduct o gquick primary search of
ronms behind the fire, (In this dangerous
pusition, you operate in the lire apartment
alone and without the protection of the hose-
, the horizontal vent
posiiion should be assigned (o 8 well-trained
and experienced member, as should the ool
position. ) It the tmck operator is venting the
front of the butlding, you should vent and
search from another side of the fire, On
lower floors, vou wounld use a partahle [ad-
der. This acte provides a Iwo-pronged res-
cue effort for victims trapped in the lire
apariment, with your venting allowing the
uttnck tewm 1o pdvunce more mpidly. 1 an

line, For this reason

additione! frefighier i3 not avaloble wostall
the outside vent position, then the incident
communder can gplit the forcible entry 12am
to cover this posilion or the mool mun can
drop down and perform this function an
cowplerion of his roof duties.

As the Nirefighter ussigned to vent the
rail, you go to the roof and survey the
perimeter of the building, looking for
extending fire and fallen or trapped civil-
ians, and then report your findings 1o the
officer or mewdenl commander. (A portable
radio must be issued o every firelighter
assigned to operale ot o location remote
from the offlicer and other hrefighters, o
relay tactical information and request assis-
mance when neaded.) Then you must open
the building's vertical chunnels (for exam-
ple. bulkhead doors, scuttle covers, e, if
applicable, and possibly vent the skvlights
uned top-Moor windows (o remove smoke and
heat from the building. In the case of a seri-
ous op-tloor fire thar conld be exiending
imto the cocklofl, vou should cut & hole in
the roof directly over the fire.

FREELANCING

When you deviate from your assigned
task, that task docs not get done. If the roof
muen s preoceupicd with making o rescoe,
the afficer in command of the fire will be
lelt without a visuwal assessment of condi-
tions al the rear and sides of the building.
Victims hanging oot of windows or Iving on
the ground after jumping will go unreponed,
as will dangerous conditions, unusual build
ing configurations, and extending fire. Verti-
cal channels will not be vented, and civilians
who unsuccessiully tried to exit the building
via the mof door or scuttle will non he res-
cued.
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Venling from the roof prevents hear and
fire gases from mushrooming down and
endangering victims and firefighters. It facil
itates the work ol hrefightors on the fire
floor and above the fire, With vertical vent-
ing, untenahle becomes tenable and, often,
“rescues” become “removals.” Not venting
from the roof, on the other hand—in addi-
tion o its many disadvaniages—will surely
meean ungry engine and foreible entry crews
1o reckon with after the fire.

| am not saying you néver can deviare
from your sssigned task. That would be
unrealistic. Saving life is a firefighter’s fimst
pricrity; should you encounter life in danger,
you must act w either remove the danger or
remove that fife from the danger. But this in
ne way removes the urgent need for you o
complete your assigned Lask,

How do you da bath? Obvieusly, you
cun't perform vour roof dutics and make a
resepe af the same lime,

From your roof position, you may
pbserve o punicked civilian clinging to &
windowsill, prepared to jump, If you canmol
mutke this rescoe alone, you must call for the
necessary help and tools. Al the same time,
you must calm and reassure the victim. Then
you must vent the roof. Perfarming your
assigned function will draw smoke and hem
away from this victim's precarious perch,

KNOX-BOX
A fireman’s hest friend.

sorry, Dalmations. The Knox-Boy is the fireman's first cholce when
he fieat is on. s always there (o give you inslant sccess to build-
ing keys, security cards and safety information. All you need is
one master key. No mare forced entry or propery damage.

enabling him, hopefully, 1o hold on until
hlp arrives,

Your report of the viclim's position will
serve Lo spur on the interior team as well us
direet the team o the vietim's location, It
miny allow the incident commander 1o dis-
patch additional rescuers to an adjoining
building (o attempt to breach the wall 1o
reach the vietim,

Had you skipped your roof assigmment
and tried for the reported victim on the floor
above the fire, you never may have scen the
victim ar the window. Not having seen him,
you would not have been able to repor his
location to the incident communder or calm
him. Mot having received the benefit of your
venting, he may have been forced to jump,
risking not being noticed or assisted until
much later in the fire. By that time, debris
thrown or fullen from the building may have
coverad him from view, In trying for the
reporied victim on the floor above the fire,
you may have lost the vielim you might
have saved.

With sdditional rexources on the scens
and operating, firefighters will be searching
for the reponed victim, There may in fact
nol have been a vietim on the floor above,
Experience teaches us thit not all reported
vietims exist. Some already have escaped,
urdd some were not home ol the time of the

Call Knox loday. And join

maore-than 4,000 fire

departments nation-
wide hal have
aropted ihe tough,
secre, UL-tested
Knox-Box as their
mascol And just
think: you'll never
hiave o take it oul
tor & walk.
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[ire. Oceasionally, the victim is a fabrication
of a civilion who likes to see lrelighlers
endanger themgsalves for no reason

TRUE EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULE

There are exceptions 1o the mule, Perhaps
while climbing the stairs of the adjoining
building to gain access 10 the ool of the fin
butlding, you discover that the fire has
extended to thot exposure. In the hallway,
yiou find an unconscious viclim, You must
act o save this victim. In such a case, you
musl report the presence of the viciim and
your need for help, as well as the fire exten-
sian, (o the incident commander. The inci
IjE'F“ ‘.'UI[TIII.H'IIJJ..'J s, i“ fum. cover Yur
position with another firefighter and send
you help.

By removing this victim from danger and
providing immediate medical treatment, you
address @ dnown life hazard before 2 pegsi-
ble life hozand. You perfonn your primary
funcrion—saving life. Though the situarion
wurrunts your nol performing your assigned
task, your actions do not constitole freclane-
mng.

Alwuys remember, however, that any
deviation from your assigned (ask requires
yvour immediate communication of that fact
to your compuny oflicer indfor the incidem
commander.

When you stick to your asgigned 1ask,
resisting the alluring coll of possible glory

| that beckons you from elsewhere, possible

victuns are betier served. You also beuer
serve and protect the other lrefighters oper-

| ating at the seeng by making their jobs easi

er. Stuying with your assigned position also
will help should you become injured and
unable to call for halp, since you can be
found more goickly il you are where you're
expected to be, (Remember: Your PASS
device always should be activated on the
fireground.) In the case of a collapse, the
gearch for you will start where you are
expecied (o have been.

When you are ussigned n position by
your truck afficer, you should know whai is
reguired of you. Know where you should
be and what you should do. If you must
vary from the game plan, notify the inci
dent commander and your officer. Free-
lancing puts everyone at nisk, 1L jeopardizes
vicums and firefighters alike. Company
and chiel oflicers should discourage and
not tolerate it. As a truck Mrefighter. you
must work as part of the weam, follow the
game plan. snd announce any necessary
deviations from the plan. m
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